
 

 
 
 
 

ACRYLIC 

 
 

 

TEXTILE TIPS 

ON THE HEELS OF NYLON 
 
The success of nylon as women’s hosiery 
fiber was so dramatic upon its introduction 
in 1940 that many manufacturers began 
experimenting with other chemicals in an 
attempt to find other fiber-forming polymers. 
DuPont quickly discovered an acrylic fiber, 
Fiber A, which showed potential as a 
substitute for either wool or silk.  In staple 
form the new fiber resembled wool, while in 
filament form it resembled silk.   
 
Test marketing was successful and full-
scale production of “Orlon” was begun in 
Camden, South Carolina in 1950.  During 
the 50’s other fiber producers such as 
Monsanto and American Cyanamid 
introduced other versions of acrylic. 
 
 
BLENDS ARE MOST COMMON 
 
In the world of interior fabrics, acrylic is not 
widely used.  When we do run across it, 
acrylic is almost always seen in blends with 
other fibers.   
 
The fabric on this page is a chenille 
construction with a blend of 73% acrylic, 
21% polyester and 6% nylon.     
 
Note:  The pile fibers in this fabric are 
acrylic.  (Of course, acrylic yarns can be 
used in all types of fabrics, including both 
pile and flat-woven.) 
 
 
IMPORTANT PROPERTIES 
 
Most acrylic fibers, depending on their 
chemical make-up, can be dyed using 

disperse or cationic dyes.  Some are even 
acid-dyeable.   
 
There are also “producer-dyed” or “solution 
dyed” acrylics available.  The fabric on this 
page uses solution dyed fibers.  How do we 
know this?  We applied full strength chlorine 
bleach to a small swatch and observed 
absolutely no dye damage whatsoever 
when the fabric had dried. 
 
(Chlorine bleach is occasionally used in 
last-ditch efforts to remove difficult stains 
from certain fibers.   Warning! Straight from 
the bottle, this chemical is an extremely 
powerful oxidizing agent!  Even on solution-
dyed synthetic fibers it is a good idea to use 
nothing stronger than a 10% dilution of this 
chemical.  Very thorough rinsing and 
neutralizing is also a must.)       
 

 
 
It is worth noting that acid-dyeable acrylic 
fabrics are, like nylon, subject to staining by 
dyes used in many foods and beverages 
(such as red children’s drinks).  Cationic-
dyeable acrylics are resistant to these types 

 

Copyright © 2002 by Fiber-Seal Holdings, Inc.  All rights reserved.                                                                  TT-45 



Chenilles are often backed with a layer of 
latex for added stability.  It should be noted 
that our example fabric is very lightly back 
coated giving very little stability to the pile 
fibers.  Care must be used when cleaning 
this type of fabric because aggressive 
agitation can dislodge the chenille pile 
fibers.  

of stains.  The fabric shown here is not 
affected by acid dyes. 
 
 Acrylic fabrics also have good resistance to 
sunlight and, like other non-cellulosic 
synthetics, are not damaged by mildew or 
insects.  
 

  
Because of the luster in this particular 
fabric, any pile flattening occurring through 
normal use might be expected to cause 
shading effects.  

CLEANABILITY 
 
Most acrylic fabrics can be cleaned using 
normal wet-cleaning methods (pre-testing, 
however, is never to be skipped).      

  
ON THE BRIGHT SIDE   Acrylics have good resistance to both 

alkalies and acids used in typical cleaning 
procedures.  They are unharmed by dry 
cleaning solvents such as mineral spirits 
and acetone. 

 
The life of acrylic fabrics can be extended 
when they are properly maintained.  The 
professionals of the Fiber-Seal Fabric Care 
System can create a maintenance plan to 
help these fabrics look their best.   

 
The pile surface of the particular fabric 
shown in this article is not subject to 
significant distortion during routine cleaning.  
Normal (careful) procedures used in 
cleaning velvets or other pile fabrics are 
acceptable.   

 
AS WITH ALL FABRICS AND FINISHES, 
ALWAYS TEST CHEMICALS AND/OR 
PROCEDURES FIRST IN AN 
INCONSPICUOUS AREA OF THE 
FABRIC. 
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