
 

 
 
 
 

RAYON (Revisited) 

 
 

 

TEXTILE TIPS 

MANY NAMES FOR THE SAME 
FIBER 
 
No other upholstery fiber goes by so many 
different names.  The fabric below is a 
woven taffeta made from 72% Viscose and 
28% Cupro.  Did you know that these terms 
both describe manufacturing processes?  
Both fibers are also “Rayon.” 
 

 
72% Viscose, 28% Cupro = 

100% Rayon 
 
 
VISCOSE RAYON  
 
Viscose rayon (or, simply “viscose”) was 
first commercially manufactured in 1910.  
The name is derived from the viscous liquid 
solution used to produce the fiber.   
 
 
CUPRAMMONIUM RAYON, CUPRO 
 
The cuprammonium process was 
developed in 1926.  As suggested by the 
name, this process involves dissolving the 
cellulose pulp in a solution of copper oxide 

and ammonia (as opposed to sodium 
hydroxide, in the viscose method). 
 
 
BEMBERG 
 
Bemberg is the trade name for a process 
for producing cuprammonium rayon.   It is 
also the name of the company that first 
produced this type of rayon, American 
Bemberg.    
 
 
FILAMENT RAYON 
 
When rayon (or any other manmade fiber) 
is created by forcing a liquid polymer 
through a spinneret, the long, continuous 
fibers are called filament or continuous 
filament.  “Filament rayon”, then, is smooth 
yarn produced from these very long strands 
of fiber. 
 
             
           
           Common Names For Rayon 
 
       
       Viscose    •     Cupro    •    Bemberg 
 
        Filament Rayon    •   Spun Rayon 
 
 
 
 
SPUN RAYON 
 
If, after the fiber is forced from the 
spinneret, it is cut into short lengths before 
being spun into yarn, the fiber is called 
staple and the yarn is called spun yarn.  
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“Spun rayon”, like all spun yarns, is 
characterized by a somewhat “hairy” 
surface texture. 
 
 
THE GOOD NEWS 
 
Though it is helpful to know the different 
terms used to describe rayon, it is certainly 
not necessary to know you are working on 
“viscose” as opposed to “Bemberg”.  Yes, 
there are slight differences in the way these 
fibers perform (fiber strength, resistance to 
sunlight, etc.), but it is enough to know that 
they are all rayon and that they share 
certain tendencies.  (A previous Textile 
Tips, TT-7, outlines the general 
characteristics of rayon.)     
 
 
THE NOT-SO-GOOD NEWS 
 
Pure rayon fabrics such as the taffeta 
featured in this article are among the most 
difficult for which to care.  Rayon is up to 
50% weaker when wet, it tends to ring 
when spot cleaned and it is notorious for 
shrinking when exposed to water.   
 

While testing indicates that this taffeta is 
colorfast to water-based cleaners, 
shrinkage will be a major concern on fabrics 
that are not tight, such as sofa skirts.  Also, 
cording (welt) on seams would be expected 
to pucker somewhat with wet cleaning.  If 
water-based cleaning methods are 
necessary due to heavier soiling, it is 
important to give the client this information.  
 
Dry-cleaning is the “safest” method for 
cleaning this fabric.  As discussed many 
times before, dry-cleaning is an inferior 
method when attempting to clean more 
than very light soiling.  
 
 
ON THE BRIGHT SIDE 
 
The Fiber-Seal Fabric Care System can 
benefit these fabrics by reducing 
absorbency, helping to resist permanent 
staining and ultimately increasing the useful 
life of the fabric. 
 
 
ALWAYS TEST CHEMICALS AND/OR 
PROCEDURES FIRST ON AN 
INCONSPICUOUS AREA OF THE 
FABRIC.
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